With effect from the 2011/2012 school year a transport fee of
€50 per annum will be introduced for primary school pupils,
with a maximum family charge of €110 applying. This
charge is being introduced to ensure that school transport
provided for eligible primary pupils is fully utilised. The
annual charge for post-primary pupils will be increased by €50
from €300 to €350. The combined maximum overall family
charge will remain at €650.

Changes in the 2011/2012 school year arising from the value for
money review will include:

1. The distance criteria will be applied to all pupils attending primary
schools and the exemption under the closed school rule will cease.
This means that children who reside less than 3.2 kilometres (2
miles) from the school of attendance and who are availing of free
transport to that school under the closed school rule will lose their
transport eligibility;

2. Services under the minimum numbers, either single services or
which are part of double tripping arrangements, will be
discontinued. A pick up density of pupils in a distinct locality on a
particular route — increasing from the current minimum of 7 to 10
eligible children — will be required to establish or retain services.

3. Further changes from the review, which will take effect from a
later date, will include the following:

From the 2012/13 school year, eligibility based on the closed school rule
(CSR) and the central school rule will cease for all new children entering
primary schools. Existing primary pupils availing of transport under the
CSR will retain transport eligibility for the duration of their schooling,
provided the requisite distance is met;
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